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zu English to go“Houston, we’ve had a Problem!”

My name is: 

Words & Phrases

accident = Unfall
to break apart = 
auseinanderbrechen
crew = Mannschaft
danger = Gefahr
disaster = Katastrophe
exciting = spannend
to face = begegnen
to fail = versagen
to improve = 
sich verbessern
to leak out = auslaufen
Milky Way = Milchstraße
mission = Einsatz, 
Mission
oxygen = Sauerstoff
parachute = Fallschirm
rival = Rival:in, Gegner:in
safe = sicher
solution = Lösung
space = Weltraum
space travel = 
Raumfahrt
to survive = überleben
take-off = Start, Abflug
to take off = abheben
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1. Listen and fill in the missing words. You can choose a) or b).   
 

Apollo 13
One of the most famous (1) … happened with Apollo 13 in 1970. Three  
astronauts – Jim Lovell, Jack Swigert, and Fred Haise – were on their way to the 
(2) … when an oxygen tank exploded. Their spaceship lost power and air, and 
they could not (3) … . The astronauts and NASA ground control worked together 
to find clever solutions. After many days of danger, the crew came safely back to 
Earth. In 1995, the film “Apollo 13”, starring Tom Hanks, showed the whole (4) … . 

Soyuz 1
The Soviet Union – America’s biggest rival when it comes to (5) … – also had 
many problems. In 1967, the cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov was flying in a  
spacecraft called Soyuz 1. The spacecraft was not designed perfectly. On its way 
back to (6) … , the parachute did not open, and the spaceship (7) … . Sadly,  
Komarov did not survive this accident. His story is yet another example that 
shows how (8) … space travel can be. 

1.	 a) problems	 b) crashes
2.	 a) sun	 b) moon
3.	 a) fly	 b) land
4.	 a) problem	 b) story
5.	 a) space travel	 b) spaceship
6.	 a) home	 b) earth
7.	 a) crashed	 b) landed
8.	 a) wild	 b) dangerous

2. Listen and tick only the phrases that you can hear.   
 

Other Accidents
1.	 a) after take-off		  b) after landing
2.	 a) lost five cosmonauts		  b) lost three cosmonauts
3.	 a) learning and improving	 b) learning and learning
4.	 a) are not safer		  b) are much safer
5.	 a) each problem		  b) all the problems
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